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COTTON CLASSIFICATION

§ 735.68 Statement of class.
Whenever the grade or other class of

cotton is required to be, or is, stated
for the purpose of the act or the regula-
tions in this part it shall be stated in
accordance with §§ 735.68 through 735.73
as far as applicable.

§ 735.69 Official cotton standards of
the United States.

The official cotton standards of the
United States, established and promul-
gated under the United States Cotton
Standards Act of March 4, 1923 (42 Stat.
1517; 7 U.S.C. 51–56), within their scope,
are hereby adopted as the official cot-
ton standards for the purposes of the
act and the regulations in this part.

§ 735.70 Defective cotton; designation;
terms defined.

(a) Cotton that,
(1) Because of the presence of extra-

neous matter of any character or irreg-
ularities or defects, is reduced in value
below that of Good Ordinary,

(2) Is below the grade of Good Ordi-
nary,

(3) Is below the grade of Low Mid-
dling, if tinged,

(4) Is below the grade of Middling, if
stained,

(5) Is linters,
(6) Is less than seven-eighths of an

inch in length of staple,
(7) Is of perished staple,
(8) Is of immature staple,
(9) Is gin cut,
(10) Is reginned,
(11) Is repacked,
(12) Is false packed,
(13) Is mixed packed, or
(14) Is water packed, shall be des-

ignated as such.
In the case of paragraph (a)(1) of this section
the particular extraneous matter or irreg-
ularities or defects shall be stated.

(b) If cotton be reduced in value, by
reason of the presence of extraneous
matter of any character or irregular-
ities or defects, below its grade or
below its apparent length of staple ac-
cording to the official cotton standards
of the United States, the grade or
length of staple from which it is so re-
duced, and the grade or length of staple
to which it is so reduced, and the qual-

ity or condition which so reduces its
value shall be determined and stated.

(c) For the purposes of this section,
the following terms shall be construed,
respectively, to mean:

(1) Cotton of perished staple. Cotton
that has had the strength of fiber as or-
dinarily found in cotton destroyed or
unduly reduced through exposure to
the weather either before picking or
after baling, or through heating by
fire, or on account of water packing, or
by other causes.

(2) Cotton of immature staple. Cotton
that has been picked and baled before
the fiber has reached a normal state of
maturity, resulting in a weakened sta-
ple of inferior value.

(3) Gin-cut cotton. Cotton that shows
damage in ginning through cutting by
the saws, to an extent that reduces its
value more than two grades.

(4) Reginned cotton. Cotton that has
passed through the ginning process
more than once and cotton that, after
having been ginned, has been subjected
to a cleaning process and then baled.

(5) Repacked cotton. Cotton that is
composed of factors’, brokers’, or other
samples, or of loose or miscellaneous
lots collected and rebaled, or cotton in
a bale which is composed of cotton
from two or more smaller bales or
parts of bales.

(6) False packed cotton. Cotton in a
bale (i) containing substances entirely
foreign to cotton, (ii) containing dam-
aged cotton in the interior with or
without any indication of such damage
upon the exterior, (iii) composed of
good cotton upon the exterior and de-
cidedly inferior cotton in the interior
in such manner as not to be detected
by customary examination—that is, a
plated bale, or (iv) containing pickings
or linters worked into the bale.

(7) Mixed packed cotton. Cotton in a
bale which, in the samples drawn
therefrom, shows (i) a difference of
three or more grades, or (ii) a dif-
ference of three or more color grada-
tions, or (iii) a difference of two or
more grades and two or more color
graduations, or (iv) a difference in
length of staple of one-eighth inch or
more.

(8) Water packed cotton. Cotton in a
bale that has been penetrated by water
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during the baling process, causing dam-
age to the fiber, or a bale that through
exposure to the weather or by other
means, while apparently dry on the ex-
terior, has been damaged by water in
the interior.

§ 735.71 Class based on inspection and
sample.

Whenever the grade or other class of
cotton is required to be, or is, stated by
a warehouseman or a classifier or
board of cotton examiners for the pur-
poses of the act or the regulations in
this part, it shall be based upon a care-
ful inspection of and a sample properly
drawn from the cotton. Samples sub-
mitted to a board of cotton examiners
for issuance of Form A memorandums
and samples from which classification
is to be determined by licensed classi-
fiers for purposes of the Act and the
regulations in this part shall be drawn
by samplers licensed under the Act and
said regulations and in accordance
with § 735.72.

§ 735.72 Samples.
Each sample shall be approximately 6

ounces in weight, not less than 3
ounces of which are to be drawn from
each side of the bale. Each sample
must be representative of the bale from
which drawn. Samples shall not be
dressed or trimmed and shall be care-
fully handled in such manner as not to
cause loss of leaf, sand, or other mate-
rial, or otherwise change their rep-
resentative character. Any sample
which does not meet these require-
ments may be rejected.

§ 735.73 Lower grade (of two samples)
to determine classification.

If a sample drawn from one portion of
a bale is lower in grade or shorter in
length than one drawn from another
portion of such bale, the classification
of the bale shall be that of the sample
showing the lower grade or shorter
length.

§ 735.74 Access to official cotton stand-
ards.

Each licensed warehouseman and
each licensed classifier shall keep him-
self provided with, or have access to, a
set of practical forms of the official
cotton standards of the United States,

or such parts thereof as the Adminis-
trator may deem necessary for use in
the locality in which the licensed ware-
house is located.

COTTON APPEALS

§ 735.75 Who may appeal.
Whenever the grade or other class of

cotton, for which official cotton stand-
ards of the United States are in effect,
is stated on a receipt or a cotton class
certificate issued under the act and the
regulations in this part, and a question
arises as to the true grade or other
class of such cotton, any person having
an interest in the cotton may take an
appeal for the determination of such
question.

§ 735.76 Complaint.
In order to take such an appeal a

complaint in writing in accordance
with § 735.77 shall be filed with a duly
authorized cotton examiner or a board
of cotton examiners, or with the Ad-
ministrator, who shall designate a cot-
ton examiner or a board of cotton ex-
aminers for the purpose of disposing of
such complaint.

§ 735.77 Contents of complaint.
(a) Complaints shall be in English

and shall state:
(1) The name and post office address

of the complainant;
(2) The nature of the complainant’s

interest in the cotton;
(3) The name and post office address

of the holder of the receipt, if someone
other than the complainant;

(4) The name and post office address
of any other interested party;

(5) The name and location of the li-
censed warehouse in which the cotton
is stored, and the tag number, mark, or
identifier assigned to each bale of cot-
ton involved in the appeal, the grade or
other class assigned to such cotton by
the licensed warehouseman, and the
date of the receipt issued therefor;

(6) The grade or other class assigned
by the licensed classifier, if any;

(7 ) The grade or other class, different
from that assigned by the licensed
warehouseman, which is contended for
by any interested party;

(8) Whether, within complainant’s
knowledge, any appeal involving the
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